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Policing in the UK

• 43 regional police forces across England & 

Wales.

• Each force led by a Chief Constable -

accountable by law to the Home Secretary.

• At a local level, neighbourhoods have their 

own dedicated policing teams working in a 

defined locality.



Policing data in the UK

• 2008-9 > forces start to make crime data & 

maps available.

• 43 forces taking different approaches

> numerous costly IT contracts being set up 

= need for collaboration

• NPIA commissioned to develop a standardised 

national website – ‘crimemapper’ launched in 

2009. 









Creating an evidence base

• NPIA undertook an RCT (of 7,434 people) in 2010 
to understand the impact of providing these 
maps and crime information.

“the public’s reaction to information about crime 
and policing was positive; a large majority 
thought it was informative and trustworthy.. 
[and the study challenged] the myth that sharing 
information with the public would increase the 
‘fear of crime’ [with] information found to 
improve people’s perceptions of their 
neighbourhood and of the local police”



The ‘open data’ agenda

• Within the crime and policing sector, open data 
and greater transparency of public sector 
information sought to achieve; 

1)Strengthened accountability, and greater 
engagement by local communities,

2)Support for public sector improvement, by 
reducing bureaucracy and by improving trust and 
confidence levels in the CJS,

3)Support for SMEs and other third parties to reuse 
open data, and develop products and services 
based on this data. 













With personal data at a 

granular level, how do 

you strike a balance 

between privacy and 

transparency? 











The future

• Continues to be popular with the public 
with 60m visits to the site and 675m hits since Ja
nuary 2011. 

• Government focus on underlying quality of data, 
reducing bureaucracy against the challenge of 
many IT systems never set up for such a purpose. 

• Police Scotland? Stop and search?

• Frequency of data release? 

• Real time data? Online services? 


